
From: Jencius, Morgan
To: Richardson, RobinH
Cc: Barbery, Andrea; Vuong, Stephanie; Newton, Cheryl; Kelley, Jeff; Beckmann, Ronna Erin
Subject: Transition Response: R5 partnership examples (regionwide, state, tribal)
Date: Friday, January 13, 2017 4:42:00 PM
Attachments: Transition R5 partnership examples - regionwide - state - tribal.docx

Hi Robin,
Thanks for your patience and granting us an extension.
On behalf of my DRA, Cheryl Newton, the attachment contains varied examples of Region 5
collaborative work with our state and tribal partners.
Let us know if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Morgan

****************
From: "Richardson, RobinH" <Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov>
Date: December 20, 2016 at 4:11:31 PM CST
To: DRA <DRA@epa.gov>
Cc: DAA-Career <DAACareer@epa.gov>, "Kenny, Shannon"
<Kenny.Shannon@epa.gov>, "Hull, George" <Hull.George@epa.gov>, "Barbery,
Andrea" <Barbery.Andrea@epa.gov>, "Gentile, Laura" <Gentile.Laura@epa.gov>,
"Torma, Tim" <Torma.Tim@epa.gov>, "Vuong, Stephanie"
<Vuong.Stephanie@epa.gov>
Subject: State & Tribal/EPA work examples

Hi all -
In follow up to my mention at the end of the DRA/DAA Brown Bag, in preparation for
anticipated January/February briefings for the Transition Team and new
Administration, we’d like to collect examples of the work that states and tribes, do with
EPA. As part of the preparations for the “States and EPA” briefing Region 10 collected
2-3 activities per state (attached are examples), and we’d like to ask you to do the
same. We’re looking specifically for a brief description of what the activity is, with a
focus on the state-EPA and/or tribal-EPA collaborative nature of the work and its result.
The thought is, once received, we’d compile the examples and group them by type or
area of work to show the diversity of activity across the country. We’ll couple this with
the attachment to the 12/7/16 Message from the Administrator on Building a New Era
of Partnerships – which provides examples that are more national in nature.
Please send these examples to me, with a cc: to Andrea Barbery
(barbery.andrea@epa.gov) and Stephanie Vuong (vuong.stephanie@epa.gov) by
Tuesday, January 10. The holidays are upon us so if this date isn’t doable let me know
and we’ll adjust. Also, feel free to send them in as you get them.
If you have any questions or have other ideas or suggestions please let either me,
Andrea or Stephanie know.
Thank you! Robin
-----------------------------------------
Robin H Richardson
Principal Deputy Associate Administrator
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Region 5 State, Tribal, EPA Work Examples – 1/12/17



Regionwide

Keeping Asian Carp Out of the Great Lakes: The Asian Carp Regional Coordinating Committee (ACRCC) is a binational collaboration of 27 U.S. and Canadian federal, state, local, and provincial agencies.  EPA and the other partners are working to prevent the introduction, establishment and spread of Bighead, Black, Grass, and Silver carp populations in the Great Lakes.  These Asian carp species threaten the recreational and commercial fisheries of the Great Lakes valued at more than $7 billion annually.  The ACRCC annual Action Plan contains over 60 high-priority strategic activities planned for implementation in the coming year.  In FY2017, $17 million of Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funding, in addition to more than $25 million in federal agency base funding, will be used by the partners to implement projects to safeguard the Great Lakes from invasive Asian carp.  Fiscal 2016 saw several positive results from the ACRCC collaboration including severing an aquatic pathway for the carp to the Great Lakes at Eagle Marsh in Fort Wayne, Ind., and formulating plans this fiscal year for blocking carp from the Ohio-Erie Canal and Little Killbuck Creek in Ohio. ACRCC partners also are undertaking mass removal of Silver and Bighead carp from the upper Illinois Waterway downstream of the electric barrier at Romeoville, Ill., and conducting multi-agency exercises across the Great Lakes to test state and federal response actions if carp are spotted.[image: ]



Illinois

Superfund Cooperative Agreements for the Southeast Rockford Ground Water Contamination Site: As a result of EPA involvement at the Southeast Rockford Ground Water Contamination site in the city of Rockford, residents are no longer exposed to contaminated drinking water. Groundwater investigations performed by the city and state between 1981 and 1988 showed that many private and municipal wells were contaminated with highly toxic chemical solvents and four city wells were closed as a result. Further investigations determined that the contaminants were used by local industries and were released into the environment from storage tanks and improper disposal practices. As a result of these findings, EPA extended water mains and provided service connections for 283 residences between 1989 and 1991, bringing them safe and clean drinking water. Cooperative agreements with the State of Illinois maintain that EPA will take the lead role for cleanup of one of the contamination sources, with the State participating in a support role. Illinois EPA is the lead for ongoing cleanup at the other three sources.  EPA grants to date have totaled approximately $20 million. This has funded the connection of over 800 homes and businesses to the Rockford Public Water Supply, ongoing treatment of a well, ongoing groundwater monitoring, and installation of electrical resistance heating elements to treat contaminated soil.



Waukegan Harbor Area of Concern: The Waukegan Harbor, Ill., site was designated a Great Lakes Area of Concern (AOC) due primarily to PCB sediment contamination from historical industrial discharges.  Other factors contributing to the AOC designation included impacts to rare dune and swale habitats and water quality concerns leading to frequent beach closings.  EPA’s Great Lakes National Program Office and Region 5 Superfund program coordinated with Illinois EPA, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) and local stakeholders to design and implement a suite of remediation and restoration efforts targeted at protecting human health and the environment and restoring beneficial uses in the AOC.  In 2013, EPA and the state completed all construction activities required to address ongoing impacts at the AOC, including a $36 million sediment remediation project implemented by the EPA Region 5 Superfund program.  Monitoring to date has allowed EPA and IDNR to remove three of the six Beneficial Use Impairments (BUIs).  Monitoring by IDNR and EPA for the three remaining BUIs is ongoing.  Initial results indicate significant progress in restoring these BUIs.  This could possibly result in the removal of the remaining BUIs and delisting Waukegan Harbor as an AOC in 2019.  After decades during which only one U.S. Area of Concern was delisted, federal agencies have accelerated cleanup actions during the past five years by using Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funding. Not only do AOC cleanups restore recreational opportunities, but they also create new economic activity in the surrounding region. 

Indiana

Air Toxics - Kokomo, Indiana: As part of EPA’s national assessment of art glass plants, Region 5 has been working with Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) to collect and assess metal concentrations in ambient air near the Kokomo Opalescent Glass facility. Shortly after Region 5’s enforcement staff conducted a Clean Air Act compliance inspection, Region 5 monitoring staff worked with IDEM to locate and operate a monitoring station to begin collecting air quality information. IDEM is operating the monitoring station and collecting samples, and EPA secured a contract to analyze the samples for metals. Both agencies are reviewing the data as it becomes available. The monitoring data provides evidence the glass furnace is emitting regulated metal HAPs. This evidence bolsters the Region’s enforcement case on the applicability of the MACT. Our desired result is compliance with the MACT which would likely require an add-on particulate matter control device.



Pesticide Labeling Application: Funded through EPA’s E-Enterprise program, representatives from EPA and the Indiana State Chemist co-chair a national workgroup developing a mobile application for pesticide labels that will lead to better understanding, increased compliance, and, ultimately, greater protection of human health and environment. This app will provide benefits to state and federal inspectors, the regulated community, and the general public. The app will enable State and Federal inspectors to more efficiently evaluate market and production labels in the field. Using the device’s camera, the inspector will be able to capture label information and compare it to master label information available in the EPA Pesticide Product and Label System. The inspector will then be able to record the inspection results via email. Automating these processes should lead to greater accuracy and reporting for inspections and, approximately, an 80% increase in efficiency. The pesticide registrants will be able use the app to verify that they are in compliance with EPA requirements and should result in greater compliance. Lastly, the public will be able to use the app while on-the-go to quickly identify crucial label information, such as hazards and ingredients. The app is under beta testing and should be available in the spring of 2017.  



Michigan

Arbor Hills Landfill - Northville, Michigan: After receiving many citizen inquiries about odors and health concerns at the nearby landfill, the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) requested Region 5’s assistance to use its mobile advanced monitoring equipment to measure hydrogen sulfide and methane concentrations. The monitoring results identified gas migration from the landfill. Additional Region 5 investigation, inquiry and inspections revealed numerous deficiencies in operation and maintenance of the gas system, allowing nearly 500 million cubic feet of landfill gas to go uncollected months prior to the complaints. EPA issued Clean Air Act Finding of Violation notices to the three entities that own and operate the landfill and the gas-to-energy facility at the facility. EPA is working with these entities to lower odors and emissions and provide cleaner air for residents. The entities have already initiated large construction projects that are scheduled for completion in 2017. The projects are expected to provide progressive odor relief to the nearby residents. Odor complaints have already declined since the start of construction.



Dow Midland: EPA involvement in the Dow Midland site has led to a decrease in potential exposure to harmful contaminants. Since 1990, EPA has worked extensively with the State of Michigan on corrective action activities at the Dow Midland Plant, including associated off-site contamination in the City of Midland, and the Tittabawassee River. Corrective action has focused on addressing dioxin/furan contamination from chlorine production and combustion sources that have resulted in extensive contamination both on-site and off-site. EPA has supported the state with risk assessment activities, sampling strategies and statistical analysis, and sample collection. Successes include the completion in 2015 of a four-year project for the sampling and remediation of dioxin/furan soil contamination at over 1,200 properties in the City of Midland. The properties are primarily private residences and a few non-residential properties, such as parks and churches. EPA continues to provide risk assessment support to Michigan to address dioxin/furan contamination in and along the Tittabawassee River.



Superfund Cooperative Agreements for the Spartan Chemical Company Site: EPA involvement in the Spartan Chemical Company Site, located in Wyoming, Michigan, has led to the containment of hazardous chemicals and continues to support cleanup activities. The facility was a bulk chemical transfer and repackaging plant from 1952 to 1991. Prior to 1963, the company discharged its wastewater into the ground. Chemical spillage and leaks from underground storage tanks also contributed to soil and groundwater contamination. In 1983, the site was added to the EPA’s National Priorities List and after the company’s bankruptcy in 1992, the state took the lead on cleanup activities with EPA participating in a support role. Cooperative agreements with the state have made it possible to use EPA funding to develop and implement the site’s long-term remedy. Cumulative EPA grants to date have totaled approximately $8.4 million. State-lead remedial action activities began in 2015 and have included the installation of an interim cover over impacted areas of the site to prevent contact with soils, volatilization, and leaching to groundwater. This has reduced the risk to the community as further site characterization work is conducted.



Minnesota

Potential Groundwater Impacts from Composting: EPA involvement in this initiative will lead to better understanding of the potential groundwater impacts of composting. While disposal of food waste in landfills contributes to the generation of methane, composting that waste reduces methane production and the byproduct has many valuable uses. While wanting to support this innovative and beneficial form of waste disposal, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, or MPCA, also wanted to ensure protection of groundwater resources by establishing requirements for composting sites. However, very little data or information evaluating the potential for composting operations to impact groundwater exists. MPCA committed resources to fund a pilot project to gather groundwater data from a composting facility in the state, but they requested assistance from EPA in analyzing the samples. EPA assisted in developing a sampling plan and in analyzing samples. The first sampling event is anticipated to take place by the third quarter of FY17. EPA will provide analysis of the samples for at least a year of sampling at the site. Seeing as composting is a growing trend, the results of this effort may be useful to other states who are developing new composting facility requirements. 

State Referral of the Solberg Enterprises Haegele Drum Removal Site: EPA involvement in the Solberg Enterprises Haegele Drum Site, located in Clearwater, Minnesota, has led to the containment of abandoned waste and prevention of further chemical releases, eliminating the potential of harm to local residents and the environment. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency referred this case to EPA for removal action. The site was a former tank scrapping business and contains 370 leaking drums, abandoned steel tanks, and numerous smaller containers of hazardous waste. The 6.4-acre property is part of a subdivision of residential homes and borders the Clearwater River. EPA mobilized to the site on September 30, 2016 to begin the time-critical removal action. Cleanup activities to date have included staging and field sampling of all drums followed by composite laboratory sampling for waste profiling, flammable liquid waste consolidation, tank cutting and sludge removal, and air monitoring for worker and community protection. Significant vapors from volatile materials in the drums were detected, but no air emissions have made it off site.



Ohio

BASF Cleveland: EPA involvement at the BASF site, located on the shore of the Cuyahoga River in Cleveland, Ohio, has ensured continued progress and coordination in cleanup activities and regulatory compliance. This is an immensely complex site requiring coordination between agencies at various levels of government to address the many environmental concerns. Under the RCRA Corrective Action program, EPA leads coordination on site activities and works with stakeholders including the Ohio EPA, Ohio Department of Health, Army Core of Engineers, the City of Cleveland, the Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District, and the local sewer district. EPA has been working to address hazardous waste contamination in soil, groundwater, and the Cuyahoga River that originated from the former chemical plants on the property. Additionally, the site contains radiological contamination from Department of Defense’s Manhattan Project. EPA has coordinated with the state to resolve contamination and monitoring issues, including the radiological contamination, ongoing water violations, and the historic hazardous waste at the site.  



Western Lake Erie Harmful Algal Blooms: The frequency and severity of harmful algal blooms (HABs) in Western Lake Erie is increasing.  HABs not only discourage fishing and tourism but threaten drinking water supplies of Great Lakes cities. Under the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement (GLWQA) of 2012, EPA Region 5 Water Division and GLNPO are leading a collaborative effort with federal, state and provincial environmental and agricultural agencies in the U.S. and Canada to significantly reduce phosphorus releases to Lake Erie to prevent Western Basin algal blooms.  In February 2016, the binational partners met a key GLWQA commitment by establishing new binational phosphorus load reduction targets for Lake Erie.  EPA is currently working with Ohio and other state and federal partners to develop action plans to reduce phosphorus entering the western and central basins of the lake by 40 percent.  Per the GLWQA, these domestic action plans (DAPs) must be in place by 2018.  Ohio’s DAP will build off its Western Basin of Lake Erie Collaborative Agreement Implementation Plan.  That plan was released in 2016 to demonstrate the state’s commitment to reduce phosphorus entering Lake Erie by 40 percent by 2025. 



Wisconsin

Cleanup and Restoration of Great Lakes AOCs:  EPA and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources continue to coordinate on the remediation and restoration for all five of Wisconsin’s Great Lakes Areas of Concern (AOCs) – Milwaukee Estuary, Sheboygan River and Harbor, St. Louis River, Fox River/Green Bay, and Menominee River.  Annual meetings between EPA and WDNR have contributed to close technical and financial coordination between the agencies and resulted in the construction of close to 20 habitat restoration projects under the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI).  Additionally, the collaborative effort included the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources contributing non-federal cost share on four sediment remediation projects totaling $72 million completed under the authority of the Great Lakes Legacy Act.  Highlights of these shared efforts include achieving “management actions complete” status at the Sheboygan River AOC, and the removal of three Beneficial Use Impairments across the five AOCs.  Additional sediment cleanups and habitat restoration projects are currently in development.  After decades during which only one U.S. Area of Concern was delisted, federal agencies have accelerated cleanup actions five-fold during the past five years by using Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funding.  Not only do AOC cleanup projects improve opportunities for recreational activities like boating and ﬁshing, but they also generate more economic activity in the surrounding region.

Superfund Cooperative Agreements for the Oconomowoc Electroplating Co., Inc. Site: EPA involvement in the Oconomowoc Electroplating Co., Inc. site, located in Ashippun, Wisconsin, has led to a reduction in the toxicity, mobility, and volume of the hazardous substances found at the site. In 1984, the site was added to EPA’s National Priorities List after conducting a preliminary assessment at the state’s request. The facility operated from 1957 to the early 1980s as an industrial facility that used metals, chemicals, and organic compounds in its production process. During that time, the company discharged untreated wastewater into nearby wetlands and Davy Creek. EPA completed construction of the groundwater pump and treatment plant in 1996. After conducting a study in 2004, EPA decided to shut down the groundwater system. Since then, natural processes have been cleaning up the remainder of the contamination. As part of the remedial action transfer agreement between EPA and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, WDNR will contract out work to dismantle and raze the groundwater treatment plant building structure and properly dispose of demolition waste.



Superfund Site Cleanup of the Fox River Site: The sediment remediation conducted by EPA Superfund is a necessary activity in order to eventually delist the Wisconsin Fox River Area of Concern, commonly referred to as an AOC. The inter-governmental Superfund cleanup effort is the largest environmental dredging project in EPA history. To date, this collaborative approach has resulted in over 5.5 million cubic yards of sediment addressed, including over 4 million cubic yards from the Lower Green Bay and Fox River AOC. In addition to the Superfund cleanup effort, EPA and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, or WDNR, have been collaborating with federal, tribal and local agencies to develop a final cleanup and restoration plan for the entire Fox River AOC. Full implementation of the habitat restoration effort requires completion of the Superfund cleanup effort scheduled for 2018. However, planning and design efforts are currently underway with close coordination between WDNR and EPA to identify restoration needs and any additional remediation requirements. A major milestone for the AOC restoration effort was the completion of the Cat Island/Green Bay habitat restoration project in 2015 in part funded under the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. This $20 million project required cooperation between EPA, WDNR, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, or USACE, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Cat Island is designed to contain materials dredged from the USACE federal navigation channel while also providing valuable waterfowl habitat in the estuary. The newly constructed habitat has seen significant use by important Great Lakes species including the endangered piping plover.



Tribes

Cleanups on Leaking Underground Storage Tank Sites (Michigan): As the lead agency, EPA is working with the Saginaw Chippewa tribe to address over 50 leaking underground storage tank sites, also known as LUST sites, in the Isabella Reservation. Each LUST site has varying levels of soil and groundwater contamination due to petroleum. Petroleum contamination can be problematic when groundwater is a source of drinking water or if petroleum begins to vaporize. The two parties are working to develop a framework to prioritize those sites that pose a risk to tribal members or cultural resources. As that framework is being developed, available information is being assessed to close out sites if they are determined to not pose a risk to human health and the environment, given that closure conditions are maintained. Once a site is closed out it can become available for reuse. The Department of Public Works site in Mount Pleasant is one site that was quickly evaluated for risk potential by EPA and the Saginaw Chippewa tribal staff and closed out. 

Crude-By-Rail Incident Response Training (Minnesota): EPA involvement and support of U.S. Department of Transportation’s Transportation Rail Incident Preparedness and Response, or TRIPR, emergency response workshops have helped prepare local, state, and tribal authorities on how to respond to an incident and release. Five to seven loaded trains of North Dakota Bakken crude oil pass through the state of Minnesota every day, each carrying about 3.3 million gallons of highly flammable crude. Most rail lines travel along and through highly sensitive natural resource areas. There have been three trainings held in Minnesota in which EPA presented environmental response training to first responders and community leaders. One workshop was held in Welch, Minnesota at the Prairie Island Indian Community in April, 2016 and included 65 participants. The other workshops were held in Marshall and Moorhead, Minnesota and included 98 and 54 participants, respectively. Tribes were also invited to attend the Marshall and Moorhead trainings.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Superfund Site Cleanup of the St. Regis Paper Company Site (Minnesota): EPA involvement in the St. Regis Paper Company Site, located within the boundaries of the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, or LLBO, Indian Reservation in Cass Lake, Minnesota, is reducing resident exposure to the contaminants. The site was listed on EPA’s National Priorities List in 1984. At the time, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency was the lead oversight agency, but in 1995, at the request of the Tribe, EPA took over as the lead. Wood-treating activities began on site in the 1950s. Waste disposal operations contaminated soil, sediment, and groundwater with hazardous chemicals. The EPA groundwater remedy currently in place is reducing contamination levels in groundwater and preventing ingestion of contaminated groundwater. EPA is currently proposing a plan to clean up soil contamination in the residential areas at the site. The Tribe continues to support EPA activities by receiving and commenting on all site documents. EPA has issued a number of grants to the Tribe, including a $250,000 Environmental Justice grant that, in partnership with the University of Minnesota, allowed LLBO to review site data and assess the potential risk of exposure.



Emissions Investigation (Minnesota):  In addition to the Superfund site cleanup of the St. Regis Paper Company Site, EPA is also assisting the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe through an innovative approach to characterize emissions from a source on its reservation that concerns residents. The community is employing sensors and an opacity camera the Tribe received on loan from EPA. The Tribe hopes to correlate real-time data from the sensors with images from the opacity camera when facility emissions are observed.  Sensor data coupled with opacity images could be used by the Tribe in the short term to develop a local opacity ordinance to address haze and particulate emissions from this facility.  In time, the tribe could develop its own reservation-specific opacity standard to be embodied in a tribal implementation plan that would become federally enforceable if approved by EPA. 
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